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WHEREAS ,  the health, safety and well -being of all Virginians are important to the prosperity, livelihood and 
happiness of the Commonwealth's citizens, families and communities; and  
WHEREAS ,  Rescue Squad and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers are the first to arrive upon the scene of 
disasters, be they medical, natural or man -made, to provide immediate and often life -saving assistance while 

fulfilling their mission to provide the best in pre -hospital care; and  
WHEREAS ,  Rescue Squad and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers participate in numerous hours of 
rigorous training and continuing education in order to enhance their life saving skills and thereby dramatically 
improve the survival and recovery rate of their patients; and  
WHEREAS ,  the citizens of our great Commonwealth are thankful for the work of more than 34,000 Rescue Squad 
and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers and over 700 agencies, many of whom are members of the Virginia 
Association of Volunteer Rescue Squads,   who provide for the well -being and safety of our Commonwealth's families 

and communities; and  
WHEREAS ,  Rescue Squad and Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers and agencies exhibit additional 
commitment and dedication to their communities and the citizens of the Commonwealth by providing training, health 
screenings and other life -safety awareness programs in their respective localities;  
NOW, THEREFORE , I, Robert F. McDonnell, do hereby recognize May 16 -22, 2010 as RESCUE SQUAD AND 
EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES WEEK  in our COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA , and I call this observance to 

the attention of all our citizens.  

Photo courtesy of the Governorôs Photographer Michaele White  

L-R Front Row ðSecretary of Public Safety Marla Graff Decker,  

Governor Bob McDonnell, Secretary of Health and Human Resources Bill Hazel  

L-R Back Row ðEd Rhodes of Rhodes Consulting, VAJVRS President Brandon Baugus, 
VAVRS President Steve Grayson, VAVRS Vice President Bubby Bish  

and Commissioner of Health Karen Remley  

Virginia Governor Declares EMS Week 
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VAJVRS Officers  

President - Brandon Baugus 

Vice President - Amanda Woods 

Secretary/Treasurer - Sarah Merrken 

Chaplain - Tammy Seay 

Historian - Whitney McCormick 

Advisor - Kathy Eubank 

Advisor - John Brandrup 

Advisor - Darlene Grodski 

Advisor - Kim Craig 

Advisor  -  Alfred Smith 

Nominating: Bruce Stratton 

Membership:  Edward ñBubbyò Bish 

Personnel: Edward ñBubbyò Bish 

Life Membership: Ronnie Slough 

By-Laws: Bruce Edwards 

Rescue Hall of Fame: J. C. Phillips 

Virginia Lifeline/Web Page: Gary Dalton 

Convention: Ford Wirt 

Finance: Connie Moore 

Rescue College Co-Chair: Wayne Myers 

Rescue College Co-Chair: Rickey Hodge 

EMS Advisory Board: Edward ñBubbyò Bish 

EMS Advisory Board: Gary Dalton 

Strategic Planning: Karen Wagner 

Course Development: Doug Eberhardt 

JSW/FEW/GSC Scholarships: Carolyn Brand 

National EMS Memorial: Kevin Dillard 

Recruitment and Retention: Fran Phillips 

Recruitment and Retention Co-Chair  Bobby Hill 

Volunteer Management: J. C. Phillips 

EMS Exchange Program: Jim Wagner 

Grant: Tarry Pribble 

Facility Manager:  Lin Matthews 

Legislative: Dreama Chandler 

National EMS Museum:  Tarry Pribble 

V I R G I N I A  L I F E L I N E  

President   Steven Grayson 

Vice President   Edward ñ Bubbyò Bish 

District 1 V. P.   Greg Burton 

District 2 V. P.   Bill Laws 

District 3 V. P.   Kenny Frenier 

District 4 V. P.   John Hutton 

District 5 V. P.   Lelia Johnson 

District 6 V. P.   Mark Hodges 

District 7 V. P.   Scott Davis 

District 8 V. P.   Helen Golden 

District 9 V. P.   Darrell Beavers 

District 10 V. P.  Steve Dove 

Secretary   Rickey Hodge 

Treasurer   Connie Moore 

Training Officer   Wayne Myers 

Chaplain/Editor   Gary Dalton 

Historian   Tom Gwaltney 

Immediate Past President   Dreama Chandler 

Legal Advisor   S. Craig Lane 

Parliamentarian    J. C. Phillips 

Office Manager   Rebecca Palmore 

Training Coordinator   Kathy Eubank 

Administrative Secretary    Shirley Bagby 

VAVRS Committee Chairs  

For a complete  

list of the current  

courses being 

offered  

by the VAVRS 

Instructors  

visit www.vavrs.com  
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 Deadline for the Upcoming 
Issues of the LIFELINE  

Articles may be submitted by any member of 
the VAVRS, AVAVRS and VAJVRS.  Feature 

articles are encouraged.  Photos and/or 
Graphics are acceptable and can be returned if 

requested.  Contact the Editor if you need 
assistance in writing an article at 

gdalton@vavrs.com 

Deadline for future issues as follows: 
August 15, 2010 for September/October 

September 10, 2010 for Convention Issue 
October 15, 2010 for November/December 

THE VIRGINIA LIFELINE ISSN 0279-6023 
is the official  bimonthly publication of the 
Virginia Association of Volunteer Rescue 

Squads, Inc. 

Editorial material should be sent directly to the 
VAVRS Editor at  

P O Box 522, Woodstock, VA 22664   
(H) 540-459-4849 -  (W) 540-536-2758   

(FAX) 540-459-4925 - (CELL) 540-481-0125     
(E-MAIL) gdalton@vavrs.com 

Requests for advertising rates, material 
specifications and deadlines should be directed 

to the Editor. 

AVAVRS Officers  

AVAVRS Committee  
Chairs  

Convention  - Marie Householder 

Convention Co-Chair - Janis Slough 

Nominating - Sheila Gordon 

Life Membership - Dolores Hudson 

Emergency Care - Kitty Campbell 

Resolutions - Maxie Skeen 

Finance - Patsy Wingfield 

Roll Call - Ruth Swicegood 

Fundraising - Linda Berkstresser 

Recruitment and Retention - Larnell Stevens 

President - Joan Smoot 

Vice President - Fern Puckett 

Secretary - Sharon Campbell  

Treasurer - Patsy Wingfield 

Chaplain - Heather Fox 

Historian - Vickie Arnold 

Parliamentarian - Maxie Skeen 

Midwestern VP - Nancy Linkous 

Northeastern VP - Harry Householder 

Southcentral VP - Donna Porter 

Southeastern VP - Carl Cherry 

Southwestern VP - Linda Sutherland 

Western VP - Nellie Sue Ritchie 

Immediate Past President - Janis Slough 

V I R G I N I A  L I F E L I N E  

VAVRS is 

now on 

FACEBOOK  

Join Us There Soon and 

Keep Up With All of Our 

Activities  
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AVAVRS Rescue College Report  

Submitted by Joan Smoot, AVAVRS President 
What a great experience we all had at Rescue College!  If you missed it, plan to be there next year.  I want 
to thank all of the instructors who took the time to come and share their knowledge and talents with us this 
year: J. C. Phillips, Fran Phillips, Fern Puckett, Sharon Campbell, Janis Slough and Patsy Wingfield.  We 
had 28 students in this yearôs class, one of the largest classes in quite a few years.  We offered several 
new seminars this year; one on preparing to be a officer, proper minute preparation and a roundtable 
discussion of former and current state and local AVAVRS officerôs sharing their experiences and detailing 
what it takes to be a officer.  We also had a seminar on how to properly fill out all of the applications that 
come out in the Convention packages each year.  Patsy took the scrapbook seminar a little further going 
over the bylaws of the auxiliary and district rules explaining each section in detail and giving extra hints and 
suggestions on properly preparing a winning scrapbook.  Each session was a big hit with the students who 
attended and we seemed to go over our time each day as more and more questions were asked. 
As Convention is approaching, please be sure to get your reports back to the proper officers by the 
deadlines.  Even if you are not competing in the different categories, put your auxiliaryôs name on the form 
and send it back in.  This keeps the officer from having to give each auxiliary a phone call to make sure 
they didnôt miss your report.  We want everyone to be counted. 
I look forward to serving you for another year and to seeing each of you at Convention. 
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